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ANMI^ALMEETINe. 


Th« OronniU utd Other Foists 
of Interest. 

Although bmrlng no putloalar ob- 
ject Id vi«w, we want to Anntul Meet' 
iOK w some ottier people did, We Jeft 
Ashland on the '^ist, and met on the 
train m good Dumber who atlll followed 
Uie good old way, and remain lojal to 
the decision. We arrived at North 
Hancbeeter In due time and touod 
every thios bustling and grMt tbtoaga 
of people. Our aunt, Mother Harkley, 
ucompanied me, desiring to visit her 
brother who reeldra eU Ola; Pool, a 
town not far from the grounds. 

The first part of our program was to 
And a place to cali bone while attend - 
tog the meeting. After a time 1 found 
Bro. Israel Penrod's, and was made 
weleoene hy his good wife. Israel was 
awajr, being a Juror at Wabash, bnt 
he returned the same night. I remain- 
ed there principallr while at the meet- 
tnK, and I was honorabl; discharged 
without an; expense. I was aatlaSed 
those brethren liad cbosen a good plB4w 
to hold the A. M. I also stopped at 
Bto. Hiram SwI tier's, whose san is at- 
tending school at Ashland . Be is one 
of the pioneers of the Brethten in Indi- 
ana, and he and his wife made me ver; 
welcome. I met scores of our brethren 
OD the grounds ai d I cannot stop to 
name ail I met. On!; those who wtn 
connected with sometlilng of intereet— 
well to me. Brethren Hummers, Rut- 
gers, Palmer, Fit7^erald, Heeter and 
several other minlstera whom I fall to 
recall here, were there and made the 
hours pleasant by hearty greetings 
and good wishes. A large delegation 
from Roann, Mllford and other points 
gathered in such numbers that it 
seemed the meeting had a progressive 
wing. They gathered in companies 
around the small man who bad a large 
Ev^ANOXLisT badge. 
. Here I roi't for the first time Bro. I. 
X. Miller.of Buchanan, Michigan, who 
ia doing a good work In Korthern Indi- 
ana and Michigan, He wears the vis- 
age of a man of the fleld, and we may 
expect of him a looK and faithful wr- 
vloe in the calling of the Txird. 

He reports that the woric is moving 
along In bis district. 

I met also a young tn-otber from 
Baton, Ind., W, C Bench, and I was 
much pleased with the acquaintance. 
He has the right kind of metal to make 
ft very useful member In the ministerial 
rank. I believe I heard ihat be was 
teaching school, and he told me that 
his purpose was to spend what be 
could, to properly equip himaeU 
for the noble calling. You will hear 
from him in the future. 

Then I met sister Lowman. I bad a 
picture of her in my imagination, but 
somehow it didn't prove to be right in 
some respects. Indeed there was that 
earnestness and calm determination 
and desire to do good unto men Im- 
pressed upon her featnres ; but I ex- 
pected to sre an older person. But 
that is no fault of Iters and no injurr 
to the work she does. She has been 
called by some one "a tr»ot preacher," 
But she could preach very effectually 
loo with her tonjtue If she was relieved 
of family duties and pressed into the 
wotk. 

I also became acquainted with Bro. 
S. 8. Mlnnich, of Andrews. I bad not 
guessed him oft very badly, and was 
happy to meet him. He is much inter- 
ested in the Brethren cause, and Is 
compet«nt to do it valuable service. 
On the grounds I met Bro. V. E. 
Wampler, of Dayton, Ohio, who tj 
making a very creditable record for 
himself in the work of theohutch. He 
Is one of those pleasing persons with 
whom you feel to clasp glad bands nev- 
er to part again. 

TBlBMBKTmS. 

Ttfe town of North Manobwter has 
two railroads which oro*s, each other 
dl^onally west of town. Between the 
toads northwest of town b the fair 
grouuds aud a grove. The trrove was 
the spot chosen for tbe meeting, and 
it was a delightful piece af ground for 
the purpuae. Tiiere were imilroads 
with platforms on two sldw of the 
grounds. The preparations were on a 
more substantial and extenalve scale 
tluin usual. The tent was lit by 
electric light. Water waa supplied In 
abundance by a reunt»ln replenished 


by an engine and pump. Tbere were 
numerous sleeping tents on the ground. 
snd the large dining hall was construct- 
ed in part of the camp- meet log tent 
of an United Brethren evangelist. 
There waA also an immense lunob coon, 
ter where tons of frtitts, meats and 
lemonade were dispensed by tons and 
barrels, week day and Sunday. 

On the evening of my arrival I notic- 
ed a building same dlstMice from 
where I waa passing, and I was inform- 
ed that it waa the German Baptist 
cburob, and was used as a place of 
meeting for the .SUnding Committee. 
This committee is composed of del- 
egates from the several districts of the 
brotherhood, and they are supposed to 
poBsees more brain and wisdom to the 
pound than the remainder of the 
church. They meet together in ample 
time before the conference is regularly 
opened for business. Of course one 
cornea from eacli district, and will, 
know what questions come to the 
meeiingforananswer. Inthlsprivate 
caucus they cut and dry, to some de. 
gree the work of the oonferance. and 
prepare to meet any dangerous Issue by 
marshaling their forces. 

This, is the dlfBculty where the ju- 
dicial and legislative power of a body 
are committed to the hands of a few 
able men! Their purpose may be to do 
about the preper thIuK as they see it, 
but to hold their power, against the 
advancement of rivals, they ate some- 
times forced to do that which ibey 
would not otherwise consent to do. In 
a contest. It often happens that the 
boneft man is at a disadvantage, es- 
pecially is this the case wbeie questions 
are decided by votes in a deliberative 
awerably. This coromitten chooses the 
officers of the conferenceeacb year, and 
has it completely In Its control. The 
Standing Committee was composed of 
the following delegates this Tear : 

Isaac Studebaker, Northwestern Kan- 
sas and Colorado. 

Lemuel HiUery, Southern Eanaaa. 

Geo. Ueyers, Northeast Kansao. 

Fred. Unlp, Southern Missouri. 

C. C. Root, Northern Uleaouri. 
J. 8. Gable, ttouthern Iowa. 
A . M. Dickey, Middle Iowa. 
Marc as Fowler, Northern Iowa and 

Minnesotit. 

J.6. Royer aud D. Eby, Northern 
Illinois. 

T. D. Lyon, Southern Illinois. 

P. Long, Northern Indiana. 

D. Snell, Middle Indiana. 
Wm, Harsbbarger, 8i>uthern Indiana. 

Frytogle, Michigan. 

L. Dickey, Northwestern Ohio. 

D, N. Workman, Northeastern Ohio. 

Landon Weet,8outhehi Ohlo,- 

J. Holslnger, West«rtt Pennsylvania, 

C. L. Pfouti, Middle Pennsylvania.' 

C. Bucher, Baatern Pennsylvania. 
N. Martin, Western Mary Uod. 
W. Franklin, Eastern Maryland. 
J. Tbomaa and Jf. W. EUer, 2d Dis- 
trict of Virginia. 

— Grayhill, let District of Virginia 

D. B. Arnold, West VlrginU. 
George Bowman, Tennessee. 
Christian Hope, Denmark and Swe- 
den. 

The following were the ofBcers of the 
meeting : 

SIder Enoch Eby, of Kansas, Mod- 
erator; Eld. D. N. Workman, of Ohio, 
Reading Clerk; and Eld. J, G. Royer, 
of Illinois, tjecretary. 

This is said to be the 14fith annua] 
conference, aud allbougb the businew 
of the conference did not open uiAll 
Tuesday morning there were services 
on the ground from Friday. It waa on 
Baturday when 

Quietly passed away. From the 
Manchttttr Journal we gather the 
followtng regarding his death and life 
work: 

iiieveral hundred treople feathered In 
the tabernacle at 3 p. m , last Saturday, 
ro listen to a discourse on "The 
Power aud Ciiarsctec of Words" by 
Elder Vaniman. He was followed bv 
Elder Sturgee, then Eldnr James 
Qu Inter, arose, read the 810th hymn 
aod delivered an exhortation at V-t 
clone i»f which he Invited, the audience 
lojolii him in prayer. He prayvd In 
his usuni fervent manner and. near the 
close, said, "We tliaok Thee, Lord \ 
for permitting us to meet again as we 
have met," anti then stopped short. 
Elder Vanlmati closed with the Lord's 
(irayer, while Elder Price steadied 
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apoplexy, and the career of a noble 
Ubrirtlan was ended In the midst of 
prayer, surrounded by » large multitude 
of nierabera, whose tearB and s<>lj8 at- 
tested the high esteem In which he was 
held. I'hyBicians were iironiptly at 
hand aud endeavored to revive him 
but human skill could not reanimate 
the body. 

Elder Quinler bexan to serve the 
Lord iti his youth. Soon after his 
union with th«> church, be was called 
to minister In holy tlilngx. 

In early manhood he engaged in aca- 
demic work in New Vienna, O. Then 
he went to Columbiana, Ohi.oand 
founded the Gospel Visitor. From 
that lie became associated with Elder 
Henry Kurtz In the publication of tha 
GoHjiel VlsiU)r, a monttily imtwl as (lie 
pioneer Journal among the Brethren. 
Later the Visitor (mased into the bauds 
of Elder Quinler, who continued Its 
publicat'jin at Covington, Ohio, until 
he purchaiwd the Chridtlan Famtlv 
Companion, at Meyersdale, Pa , anil 
merged the viaitur Into It. In 187* the 
Oompfcnion was united with the I'll, 
grim at Huntingdon, Pa., and the 
namea clmnged to that of Priiiiilive 
CliriHtian, edited by Oulntei'and Brum 
baugli Brf«. hi 11*1 the Primitive 
Christian and Brethren at Work, pub- 
lished at Ml, Morris. 111., were consoli- 
dated, and the name of Gospel lUessen- 
ser adopted, which paper has since 
been recounli^ as tlie otHcial ortian of 
the churcTi, 

Asa worker and leader he possessed 
many eminent qualities. He waa a 
spirit of tenderness, a spirit of forbear, 
ance which «o»ld onl' see ,Iesus in bis 
greatetit compassion and loveliness. 
Justice shorn of mercy and pit t had no 
allurements to him. For a long uerlod 
he waasecreUry of the Annual Confer 
ence and did much toward -baping the 
work and mollifying the ttudenciea to 
extreme measiirea. Weaknesses he bad 
but the spirit of F.lder Quinter seemed 
an essential factor as t miianoer— a sort 
of modifier so as to prevent a too radi 
cat form of governniegt. 

In a lotter recently to Elder John 
Wlae, of Kansas he eitprettsed a desire 
to depart thin life In t^e midat of the 
members of the church and his wish 
was gra tilted. 

Nona of bla relative| were present, 
but a multitude of ayiip»tblzin([ asso. 
elates (lathered arounB the prostrate 
form and gave expressive to their sor 
row. Kind hands prepared a casket. 
conveyed the inanimate fbfm to the un- 
dertaker and at 9 p. m., accompanied 
by H, B. and J. B. Brumbauerh, the 
body was taken to hia residence in 
Huntingdon, Pa. , where it was interred. 
He leaves a wife and three dauahters. 
He was upwards of seventy years of 
age. 

BIOORAPIIICAL, 

James Quinter was bom in Schuyl- 
kill oo„ near Philadelphia, Pa., in ISIS 
of parents of moderate circumstanc- 
es. His father died while he was quite 
vouDft and his educati -n was such as 
he could obtain at the common schools 
of the time. At the age of 18 be bs^sn 
preacbinsr. During all his editorial 
work be found time to write several 
books and pamphlets Deceased was a 
student up to the day of his death. Ilia 
mind was nevermore «t ease than when 
he W8i pernaioK some biM,k <if his libra- 
ry, which containa nearly 8,0t»0 volumes. 

He established the II rat denomina- 
tional school at Vienna, Ohio, and at 
the time of bis deal h was PrraiDent of 
the HuutinRdon Normal school. He 
has always been a reco,'nlr,ed leader In 
all advHUCed ideas, a champion of the 
Sunday aohotil, a prince among men. 
nis position at the head of the Stand- 
Inir Committee has never In thirty 
years been disputed. As a counselor, 
he had the supreme eonfldsnce of bis 
brethren. 

Of him It may be ti uly said that a 
great aud good man has fallen. De. 
ceased bad been twice married. By 
his flrtt wife a daughter was bom. now 
married , by his second, twodauKhters, 
now at home with their grief-strlcken 
mother. 

The author of the aboVe is Elder M. 
M Eshelman. 

The Conference commenced business 
on Tuesday rooming, and heard the 
reports of several committees during 
theday.cloetng witb a lively contest 
over the report of a committee to pur- 
chase the publishing interests of the 
church and put all under the control of 
A, H. This was deferred tor a vote 
till Weduesday morning and then it 
was deferred for two yea re. 

Moderator Eby opened the conference 
with an aUe introductory addims from 
a German Baptist standpoint. He 
talked about the "wisdom" of the con- 
ference, "aided by divine wMom." t 
was thinking then that the divine 
wlidom was not a very Influential fac- 
tor pn many occasions, or so many de- 
eisions of the character theirs are, 
would not be passed. I was reminded 
of the mentally feeble and innocent 
oreaturea whom I used to hear occa- 
sionally make a kind of noise that was 
called preaching. They would say that 


Elder Quinter, and ^ tbe close, th^ "'"'^ preaching. They would say that 
gently laid him down. The vital ^^*y <'^'' O"*^ ■I'**'' ■>' themselves, but 
powers bad been anddenly chMiked by that It was given to thetu of God, what 


they spoke. This was undoubtedly 
about true, for thev quoted scripture 
continually. The fault lies in the fac 
that we expected they would >'dlvlde 
the word of truth," They give it whole, 
and that did not fill the re<iulremente 
of tbe Hospel, althuunh their boneet 
statements wete about true, 

I have foraotten whether 1 ever told 
the readers of the Evanosust, any 
Uilng about Eld. Eby, or not, but If 
such was the case, a repetition will do 
noiiarm. I went oloee to him this 
time and took a good look at bim. In 
some respects be is a grand old man. 
He han a calm winning voice and an 
organisation throughout that dta him 
for lea<lerehip. His llrmness aud self- 
esteem are very strong, while his com- 
baliveness aud destructive new are 
moderate. This gives liim an iron de- 
termination, without raahneas or se- 
verity amonji his friends, and this Is aU' 
indispensable quallflcatinn or character 
where a omn is a succeaa aa a leader 
among people who are living in a free 
country. His benevolence, elthoijgb 
strong. Is not a controllng factor In bis 
character, and when it Is necessary to 
use the lasb he can do It without 
ahrlnkiiig (loro the task out of a feel- 
Inn of compaaaion and mercy. He has 
a smooth side to his character and dif- 
fers very much In that respect from the 
champion Moler who sat on the oppo- 
site side of tbe table, witb hia pierce- 
iiig features and tueddieaome nose, 

I 9«w R, H, Miller before, but I nev- 
er felt the secret of his power before. 
He la just like a frightened mammy. hen 
when a hawk comes around to get a 
chick, and he sinks the Impression to 
the heart of the anxious hearer that If 
his way la net accepted then thert; is 
awful danger of every thing going to 
ruin. Tbia, with his shrewdness, is his 
strength, and it makes hia speaking in- 
teresting in deliberative bodies 

John Wise la another notable' person- 
age, aud It is largely due to lib im- 
mense throat. He was the only man 
kBown in the tent who could make all 
hear him. He was exquisitely nice in 
biapronuDciation and every letter is 
given its power, and would ring out 
over the audience like keyed bells. 
Whenever he spoke or read I would |iay 
attention snd take in the sound. It 
wan pleasing to hear. He is rather a 
small roan, but large for tbe quality of 
hia make-up. Men so line gralAed as 
he la seldom weigh little more than a 
hundred, pounds. I wished It wss poa. 
slbte to get bla voice when he Is done 
witb it, 

I d.d not spend much time In the 
tent while tbere. The crowd was so 
great that it was impossible to bear 
unleaayou wasat the stand. "It was 
too hot'' for me there, and I wanted to 
meet our Indiana brethren who were 
on tbe grounds. 

There was a little struggle over a 
"minute" which was made, I believe 
1878, which required brethren to be in 
the Older to be entitled to a place on 
tbe floor of the conference. Some one 
wanted the moderator to enforce it, 
and he declared he would not act as 
moderator if that was so interpreted. 
'a number argued that it was repealed, 
others said It had not been regarded, 
and dually It was agreed that the mod- 
erator was not tbe one who was ex. 
pec ted to Judg<) the apparel of each 
one who undertook to speak ; b'lt if 
any one saw another brother out of the 
ordet be could raise an objection If he 
saw proper 

The question of rehiring all delegates 
to attend tbe session of the conference, 
was up for a share of attention, and 
after some talk about the centralization 
of power, it carried. This was proper,' 
yet there was considerable opposition. 
This showed how uncertain many were 
In their own judftment. not being able 
to decide how much danger there was 
in. that, when there could be none so 
long as tlie sword Is wielded by a gov- 
ernment of these states. There Is no 
use in scaring at something in which 
there is no danger. The Annual Meet- 
ing cannot centralize power any more 
than it la centralized now. The chief 
work of tbe conference Is done in the 
private caucuses of the Standing Com. 
ulttee, and it would be ImpoKible to 
limit power any more In that church. 
Far years tbe generftl meetiitgs were a 
mere ratifying convention in most cas- 
es, wUlte it causes an occasional defer- 
rlABOf a qusitiwi. 


I only remalued on the Rround unti 
Wednesday at noon, and then only a 
l>art of tlie work o( the conference had 
been performed. After this the que*. 
tlon of the Chureh name came up. In 
which I was somewhat Interested. But 
true to the former record tlie confer- 
ence abode by conservatism and voted 
with a hearty "yea" to leaving tlie 
church name as it uow is. So this 
aettlea the church name for the present 
with them and ua, and we are in un- 
dleputahle possession of the adopted 
name. 

I had not fully understood that au- 
gust awembly nor proj^rly defined 
what conservative meant when applied 
to them, I wasnoi awake to the fact 
that they practically define it in their 
ci,!(tr)ms and usages witb unfailing 
pieciBioii. They certainly hold to the 
Kood old way wllli a Uiiiacity that is 
worthy of I, betier cause than the 
Krsonal hablta of tiie pioneers as far as 
tiiey apply tbem. 

I thought 1 could see a marked Im- 
provement for Conservatlsu) this year 
Tbe sistera looted plainer then they 
did two years ago in tbt Miami Valley, 
Uhlnktheold elders have taken a 
fresh grip aud they mean to bring 
things In a little. I am confirmed in 
tills impression because our eham. 
plon llbeial bishop of the Dickey 
church in Ashland County baa pulled 
up the striiigsa good deal and the re- 
jiort now is that the sisters muot come 
to bonnets or leave the church, and 
then he went to tlie Annual Meeting 
and ait in the Standing Committee and 
beciime Ih^reading clerk, the right- 
hand man of the moderator. He how. 
ever did not sit next to the moderator. 
Out of deference to the faithful brother 
Wise, so long in that office, he gave 
him that seat of honor. This was kind. 
As a brother has said we are glad 
they are doing their duty. It is hard 
for the Brethren to keep their aisten 
plain when tbe German Baptists allow 
their young sisters to set such ei- 
amptes of style and extravagance in 
dress as they have in places. It Is 
generally supposed by the young tia. 
ters that tbere Is more liberty in the 
Brethren churches than there is In tbe 
Conservative, and when their young 
sistera lead out in the fashions of the 
worid, Itishard for the Brethren to 
control their young sisters. We ha^l 
with delight this evidence of a return 
to duty on the part of the Conservative 
bishops and confldentally expect a 
meaaurably return to Bible simplicity 
in dtese among then, and then thete 
will be a better example to look at. 

The Conservative brethren were so 
used to following after the Progressive 
that they thoughtlessly encouraged 
their young sisters to get after tbe 
Progressive slsUia and I dai« say in 
some places they did outrun them In 
pretty dressing, 

I uollued uotbing partloularlv new In 
the style of bonnets, only I notice that 
there are fewer than ever of the relia- 
ble old pastehoard-slatt' d-crown bon- 
nele. I am sorry to see that style go 
out of date as it is 30 intimately ming- 
led witb the lemlniacenBee of childhood. 
Tbe latet t style Is to have a sort of en- 
larged crown or back part of tbe bon- 
net, delicately short and tenderly sup- 
plied trill. 

I noticed further that the saintly cap 
is fast disappearing from the bead of 
woman, aud In a few years more it wiU 
be requited to stand by its departed 
form and chant its funeral dirge, and 
bow in sadness while some hoary head- 
ed traveler crowned with the laurehi 
and tbe graces of years shall feelingly 
pronounce Its funeral dirige. 
O noble cap ! 
O honored cap I 
O dear old cap I 

So oft thou graced our motbeia' 
heads t 
How canst thou lie so low I 
It seems I was pretty well wound up 
and as the page Is all and t oan^ teU 
bow long 1 am liable to run, I will 
round oS here and take another turn 
next week. 

After leaving tbe grounds, I went 
to Ckillege Comer's to visit Bro. Swi- 
hart. I want to sixe him up and say 

•ometblDK about bis work for tbe Lord 
in the next. 

A. L. Garb«b, 


Keep cool tni 
averybod;. 


yon oommsnd 


